Olfactory and chemosomatosensory function in pregnant women assessed with event-related potentials.
The purpose of the study was to better understand past findings of nasal chemosensory hypersensitivity in pregnant women by recording chemosensory event-related potentials (CSERPs) for information about cortical neuronal allocation (amplitudes) and temporal processing (latencies) of three concentrations of pyridine ranging from predominantly olfactory to trigeminal in activation in 15 pregnant and 15 non-pregnant women. CSERP components of primarily sensory (N1 and P2) and cognitive (P3) origin were evaluated. The results displayed no group differences in either N1 or P2 amplitudes or latencies, but tendencies of larger amplitudes and shorter latencies for P3 in pregnant women. This implies that pregnant women's hypersensitivity may more likely be referred to cognitive than sensory processing.